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BitTorrento| t s Just a Simple Way to Sh

Even God couldnét have done it better. The virt
preached, but perhaps not practiced as often as He would have liked. Thankfully, the World

Wide Web came along to change all that. The internet zips and zaps across borders bringing

information at our fingertips. From restricted bits of data to a free for all exchange of entire

files, the outbreak of file sharing has been as swift as it has been widespread.

Most of us are more familiar with more conventional forms of file sharing such as email and
FTP. BitTorrent is just another file sharing protocol (a set of rules on how to do things) we
can use. Email and FTP rely on one computer hosting the file and transmitting it to another
connected computer. BitTorrent introduces a major difference i the hosting and the
downloading is spread out over many computers using a technology called Peer-to-Peer. We
can use BitTorrent to share or download any type of files i .exe, mp3, AVI, Jpeg, and Doc
etc.

A Normal Network A BitTorrent Network

Hey, stopthemuddlesb ef or e t hey come onéités not terribly
of how BitTorrent worksé

There is a book | want to read but | have only one chapter with me. | look around and find a

friend who has a few mor e c¢ hamwteseach forlfetvmere i | | i st
guys around the block who might have the remaining pages. We find a bunch of guys and

though nobody has the complete book, we share the chapters amongst each other till all of

us get a copy of the complete book one by one.

Onthei nt er net the 6bookd becomes our fhitd.Bach whi ch
of us has at | east one and we downl oad and shar e
Each piece one of us downloads is available to all the others for upload. Thus we all share

rather than placing the onus on one computer to host the file and distribute it.

|l tds pretty simple really. An introduction to a
loving BitTorrents.

5 I 4 T aT, )
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Torrent i At the beginning of all this is the torrent file itself. The .torrent file is not the entire

fileéit is extremely small and it just contains
the people who are sharing it. It is like a map which is used by the BitTorrent client to

assemble all the pieces together.

BitTorrent client i A Bit Torrent client is one of the most important parts of the torrent
process. It is a piece of software which takes the .torrent file, reads the information in it and
starts the download.

Peer - A peer is any computer participating in the download and upload of a torrent file.

Seeder - A seed (or seeder) is anyone who has a complete copy of the file being shared
across the torrent network.

Leecher - A leech (or a leecher) is the person who does not have the complete file yet but
has joined the network to download it. A leecher becomes a seeder when he downloads the
entire file and then shares it across the network.

Share ratio i The ratio is the amount of data a user has uploaded divided by the amount of

data they have downloaded for a particular torrent (UL+DL). A share ratio of 1+ has a

positive effect on the userds reputation because
other users than he has received. Conversely, share ratios under 1 have a negative effect.

Swarm i The swarm is the sum total of all the leechers and seeders (i.e. all the computers)
participating in the torrent process.

Tracker T The tracker is a server which has the information of who has what files and who
needs which ones, thus acting as a bridge between seeders and leechers. Some trackers
are private requiring a registration where most are public.

Index i Anindex is, as the name implies, a searchable list of .torrent files, hosted on a
website.

d
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Be savvy about copyright laws

As you scroll deeper, you will see the potpourri that you can lay your hands on using torrents.

From a Word file to cheat on your assignment to
there, you can get your hands on it. The world of digital distribution can often be seen

clashing with copyright laws. Peer to Peer file sharing is completely legal but using it to

obtain copyrighted content 1 s not. I n some count
personal use but distribution makes it a punishable offence. With torrents, the water gets a

bit muddied because the protocol makes everyone a downloader as well as a distributor.

There have been numerous cases where torrent trackers which index the torrents available

have been shut down for infringingsome countryds | aws. Organizati on
Industry Association of America (RIAA) and the Motion Picture Association of America

(MPAA) have become proactive against many of them, because it represents a source of

piracy.

Remember , d o wbk minpaneed ky sheirdPaaddresses so the cloak of anonymity
is not there to hide behind.

The safest course of action is to follow the copyright laws as laid down. Browse to the
copyright policy link of the respective tracker website; the better ones have it.

For instance, here is a snapshot of Mi n i n o v &opyrightipoliey.

|F-h.'.'||Prn-an pdl:\-'” Lopnmight pabiy | Stul.lsil:slICurtal:t |

What to do if | want you to remove certain copyrighted files from your website?

Pleate nobe that wa do nat host sy coperighted conbant on this wabsite. The tornent (matsdata) files that wa hest do net contain data that might be copsmighted in any way

Howavar, wa olfer 3 serdfs o remaws tormants from our webtita ¥ the copyight holdar of tha content requests s0. Thasa remawal requests are only valid ¥
» Vil aTE, OF yOLF COMparty I8, the copwight haldar of tha content in questior
» ‘Fou provida the asert URLs to tha torrants, mo completa (sublcatagonses or saandh queries.
& You provide the complate nameis) of the content in gusesbon
= Tou send the removal request using a venfiable email address (2.0, addressEyoumame/ vourcomoany.com
IF yoir request comglias with all of thess rules, semd a mail to LogyiohlEminEaong. FPheais keep the toresperdentces polite
e aMoy e POEDings &5 S00N &5 We can, usualy within 48 hours. Kesp im mind that wa can only handa removal ragussts that comply with the above niles.

If you are unsure about the rules laid down, look for material which falls under the umbrella of
unlicensed content or under a General Public License like Creative Commons.

el I'-ll'ﬁ‘
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Getting Started

You have just opened the barn door. Now |
our hands on a good torrent client, set it up and download our first file.

Prepping up

Life on the BitTorrent lane gets easier if we have a good client to do the job for us. A good
place to get acquainted with the whole shebang is the List of BitTorrent clients on
Wikipedia. Or you could directly go for the oft favored ones like pTorrent, Vuze (formerly
Azureus) or the BitTorrent client itself. All are free, lightweight and cross platform (for all
operating systems).

Make sure you have the latest updated version. For the sake of clarity and convenience, the
screenshots here on will depict pTorrent running on Windows XP SP3, although this should
be more or less the same on other operation systems.

The do wand tieeandtdlation
At 266KB, pTorrent downloads in a blink. If you are installing puTorrent for the first time, just
follow the screenshots. Installations of the other BitTorrent clients are also similar.

1. When you click on the downloaded installer, your operating system might ask for your
permission to install the file. This screen might differ in Vista, Mac OS X or Linux.

Open File - Security Warning

Do you want to run this file?

MName: wiorrent.exe %
Fublizher: Bit Toment Inc

Type: Application
From: D:\all Downloads

Run ] [ Cancel

Always ask before opening this file

While files from the Intemet can be useful, this file type can
G patentialty ham your computer. Onby run softwarne from publishers
you trust. What's the risk?

. “"I"IIPII
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2. The second screen recommends downloading the software from the parent site itself to
prevent malware.

@ uTorrent Setup b4

Warning k
From BitTorrent, Inc. - the publishers of pTorrent m

Beware of online scams! A number of websites have taken our free pTorrent dient and
attempt to charge money for it through some sort of “fee” or “subscription” or else they install
it for free but infect your computer with malidous code in the process. To protect yourself, be
sure to only download our software from www.utorrent.com. You should NEVER under any
droumstances pay for free pTorrent software,

[ Next = ] [ Cancel ]

3. The final screen completes the setup by asking for the location where you want to install
the file.

[P uTorrent Setup X

Choose Install Location m

Program Location

Install pTorrent in:

|C:'-Program Fileg\uTorrent | l Browse...

Create Start menu entry
[ ]create Quick Launch icon
Create Desktop icon

By using pTorrent, you agree to our End User License Agreement.

Mext ] l Cancel

That 6s it! You have just installed
do some post-installation stuff before we begin our first torrent download.
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Gearing up
A torr

boxd a
smoother run.

of BitTorrent

the torrent client
ent client is no different from any
nd run it. Or for better results you

Fortunately, uTorrent makes this very easy for the beginner. Here are the basic steps -

1. When you start puTorrent for the first time it helps you out with a Speed Guide.

Speed Guide |?|

—
Welcome to the pTorrent Speed Guide.

This guide will help you setup your network settings for the most optimal
speed.

Choose the upload speed appropriate for your connection from the list below, If you
do not know it, dick the button to run a speed test to find out, and choose the one
nearest to your actual upload speed.

Run speed test at: www.dslrepaorts,com ]

Connection Type: | {Current Settings) W |

Affected Settings

Ipload Limit; 25.0kBfs Upload Slots: 3
Connections (per-torrent): 70 Connections (global): 130
Max active torrents: 28 Max active downloads: 5

A port must be forwarded from your router to pTorrent to get good speeds. This port
iz used to let other peers connect to you.

Current Part: [0: auta] | 41025 | [ Test if port is forwarded properly ]

[ |Ize Selected Settings ]

2. The speed guide helps you to choose your correct upload speed. If you are not aware
transfer sp

of

your connectionébés upload dat a

from DSLReports website. Connect to the site by pressing the

l

Run speed test at: www.dslreports.com

| button. Do not run any other

application or browser at the time you are running the speed test. Run the test 2-3

times t

0 get an idea of your average upload rate.

3. Select a setting close to your obtained upload rate using the Connection Type
dropdown.

When uTorrent runs for the first time, a port is automatically selected for you. A port is
where your computer receives the communication signals from the outside network.

To che

ck whether this port is open to signals, click on the

[ Test if port is forwarded properly ] button

Not e: tell YWe oW o open these ports further on in the guide.

o
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4. That 6s it .Use&deleatel Settings buit@ and you are ready to begin.

5. If you want to recheck your upload speed, you can also run the speed test from the
UTorrent toolbar T Options I Speed Guide.

The basic configuration done with, itds now t i me

The Things | Do [ makeuseof.com
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Downloading a torrent file is not any different from the normal downloading we do daily on

the web. Though we can use a search engine like Google and download a torrent file from

anywher e, itdés better to use a website which act
have a searchable index of torrents and therefore we call them indexes. These sites are just

storehouses for .torrent files and usually don't create any of the content available. Going to a

reliable torrent site also lets us avoid the pitfalls of downloading a corrupted file or even

worse, a malicious virus. A good torrent website filters out the undesirable and hosts clean

.torrents.

The recommended ones are i

PirateBay T By its sheer size it is probably the most popular site in the torrent world with
nearly 3.5 million users. The torrents also have little icons labeling them which say whether
the torrents are from VIP users or trusted users. This reputation management serves as a
mark of quality assurance. In their fight to bring the best they are constantly facing lawsuit
threats; check out the Legal Threats link at the footer.

Mininova i It enjoys a very good reputation of filtering out junk torrents. It is also one of the
oldest torrent sites out there and definitely one of the cleanest sans any objectionable ads. If
you have to restrict yourself to just torrent sites, then these two do the job.

Vertor T In your continuing hunt to find clean, virus free and quality torrents, Vertor is a good
place to stop by. Vertor separates itself from the herd by providing snippets of the file you are
about to download. This helps to confirm the torrent as safe for download. Vertor by the way

is a truncated o6Verified Torrentsbo.

Demonoid T This site, though amongst the best, has one shortfall T you need to register for
a free account. The registrations are only open for some time and you require an invitation to
get into Demonoid. If you manage to get an account you will see why this is one of the best.
Being a restricted circle, it has a strict usage policy.

Isohunt T Another premier torrent website, but typically caught in a legal wrangle.

I f you care for more narrowed down results, here

Legit Torrents and Legal Torrents list only torrents which are in the public domain and thus
100%legal.

Public Domain Torrents does the same for movies in the public domain.

Efreei s a musiciands delight with torrents of free

Sugarmeqgs is another musical stopover if you miss any torrent at Etree.

neant
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Meta-search engines

Then there are the torrent meta-search engines, which basically search a bunch of torrent
sites in one go and bring together all the results in one page.

TorrentscanT Sel ect a torrent site from a |l ong | ist an
out your torrent.

Torrent-Finder i Search 172 torrent sites and trackers with this multi-search engine.

Torrentz 7 A simple no fuss torrent meta-search engine.

The number of torrent sites reflect the popularity of the protocol. And of course, there are the
regul ar search engines |ike Google too, where yoc

L annenat
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So

|l etds get down and show you

ho

1. Hop over to any of the torrent sites and search for your desired torrent file.
Remember, a torrent file is nothing but a small 15 7 100Kb sized file which points to
the contents of the whole file and the people in the swarm. These .torrent files are

uploaded by torrent sharers around the web.

w i

t

al |

Mew: devices overview | Loagin | Register

m n [rD ﬁ Dﬂ@w @ Al forrents |+| | Ssarch

Home | Bri

owae categories * | Upload = | Advanced search | Community = | About + | Search cloud

Location: Miningva > Search results

Search results for OpenOffice.org (61 torrents) ELEE) ...

Search in category

[al][Featured & ] [anime | [Books | [ Games | [Mavies |[ Music | [ pictures ][ software | [Tv shows | [other]

[added  [name #[size [seeds [Leechers |
26 Feb 09 |0 OpenOffice.org 3.0.1 Win32Intel install en-US exa 4W  128.05MB 253 11
10 Qct 08 | OpenOffice.ora for Windows 2.0.0 Final 24™ 127,98 MB 103 1
26 Feb 09 |O Opendffice.org 3.0.1 eng wIRE Official - HeartBug & 14" 142 43 MB 55 1
26 un 08 |8 OpenCffice.crg 2.4.1 for Windows in LIS English 21" 11296 MB 20 ]
19 Sep 07 |2 openDffice.org v2.3.0 (Free Microsoft Office Alternative) 1™ 118.84 MB 14 1]
14 Sep 07 |0 OpenOffice.org 2.2.1 english 97.03 MB 1 a
03 Feb 09 O OpenDffice.org 3.0.1 Portable 4Wmg 229.35MB 12 2

2. Click on the desired file (or any download link) to download the file to your computer.

The small file sizes will take up just 5-10 seconds of your time.

| General information || Details ||Comments (3) + Thanks (1) ” Report a problem

Ope

nOffice.org 3.0.1 Win32Intel install en-US exe

Download this torrent! or use the maanet link

253 seeds, 11 leechers

3. Browse to your saved .torrent file and double click it to open the file with your torrent
client (e.g. pTorrent). You can also use the menu of the software to add the .torrent
file for download. Or alternatively, drag and drop the .torrent file into your software

[E] =17

window.

A 1038 k- pTament 102

&0 7 X b WE LAY O

LIk

4.

"
[+ L
Do
Baa

o

e = Set | Dpee ke Seeds  Pets Downdpeed  Upfoted | FTa Ugaaded | Mabe  avel | Labdl Ageerd O
3000 _AL] WelDnis ywia.. L 128M0 0 Doneios.. M(AN BG4 B0 [ am _ aoe .. 43872008 %33,

Cawpletnd On

Now, your software begins the download by first connecting to the tracker server to

find out who else is downloading the same file and which bits they have.

The tracker server identifies the users participating in the share and labels them as
either seeders or leechers. Look for a torrent with a higher number of seeders. The

ratio of seeders to leechers is the share ratio and a higher figure makes
healthier (and faster) torrent.

The download beginsii t starts sl owly, don
up as the swarm increases.
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The time to complete the download will of course depend on the file size, the speed of your

connection and the quality of the swarm. After your download finishes, you may enjoy the file

you just got. Now after all that hard work if you are thinking of deleting the leftover .torrent file

and closing the client software just pause here. This single selfish actisknown as a O6hi t ar
rundéd in the torrent community and is a cardinal

neant
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The real world harbors hit and runners. The torrent community calls them leechers. Strictly
speaking a leecher is one who does not have a complete copy of a particular file yet. A
leecher turns into a seeder only when he starts sharing his copy with the rest of the swarm.
Unfortunately, the term has also come to symbolize those users who download without
uploading i.e. take but not give back to the swarm. To avoid this name calling follow the
cardinal rule i

After your download finishes, leave your Torrent client software running for at least three
hours, or until you have uploaded as much as you have downloaded. Sometimes it may
not be possible to follow this rule but it is important to get close to it.

Tip: Do your downloading at night so that by the time you wake up you have downloaded
your file and you would uploaded your share too.

At first you might feel like a kid let loose in a chocolate shop, but beware as there are a many
fake torrents out there. Most of them are malicious. Here are three golden rules which have
never failed meé

1. Make it a habit to scour around for any comments left by earlier downloaders
regarding the quality of torrents.

2. Download torrents from a reputable website or join a private tracker. Private trackers
moderate the quality vigorously but then they are equally rigorous with their rules.

3. Try to avoid downloading files which have been split and zipped into mass of kilobyte
sized files. Commonly they are fake torrents.

4. Always read the rules and the copyright policy of the website you are downloading
from.

Read the MakeUseOf.com pointers on some

d
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Letds Run With 1|t Now

You started with an idea about torrents, a torrent client and a net connection. With the help of
some search engines you got to your first .torrent file and downloaded with success your first
file. Now just like a good handyman, you need to assemble some more tools to go from a
torrent newbie to a torrent ninja. Chances are that you already have some of them installed
on your computer.

Your torrent toolkit

1 Dependable Security Softwarei Thiss of t war eds are not only esse
but are a must have for the overall safety of your PC. The worthy ones are: Zone
Alarm Free Firewall, Comodo Firewall Pro, AVG Anti-Virus, Avira Anti-Virus,
Avasitand the | ist continues.

While on the topic of security, you can hop over and read this post on the Best
Programs to Keep Your Computer Secure.

1 An archiving utility - Downloaded torrent files can be in many forms and you may
have to un-zip or un-rar them or convert them to a more usable format. \WinZip and
WinRar are the most popular programs going around though they are not free. One
excellent freeware alternative is 7-Zip. ZipltFree is another freeware WinZip
alternative.

1 An all-purpose media player - The four all purpose video players that should handle
and play any video file are: Windows Media Player, VLC player, Media Player Classic
and DivX player. You can download these at their respective websites.

Tip: you can also check out what is the most popular video player among MakeUseOf
readers here. It's also likely to be to be the most comprehensive one when it comes
to playing different video files.

VLC

Windows Media Player

DivX

Media Player Classic

1 Codecs to handle all media files - Codecs are little programs used to compress and or
decompress large digital media files. They are frequently required in order to be able
to play certain video files in your media player. For instance, the K-Lite codec pack is
among the most popular downloads (in some cases it comes with the media player
itself, like aforementioned Media Player Classic). For Windows Media Player, codecs
can be found at the Microsoft website. Some t hi rd party web source:

Free-Codecs.com

Fourcc.org

XPCodecpack.com

. "‘I"llfﬁ
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By now you should be feeling confident about tackling a few settings under the hood. Just a
few nips and tucks to the default settings will help boost your torrent download speeds and
optimize it for your bandwidth.

1. Your ISP is where it starts

Check the maxi mum downl oad and wupload speeds

specific bandwidths for both uploads and downloads. Obviously your torrent download speed

wonoét cross the cap silestartideywn Spdeedtio dn 8dW to clieck yaurv e r

broadband speed. There are many other bandwidth testers like DSLReports which is the one
used by pTorrent.

It is also a good idea to check whether your

internet service which can help you out. Read about it

MakeuseOf.com has some other on ways to increase your connection speed.

2. Choosing the right BitTorrent client

This fundamental step cannot be emphasized enough 1 it will save you half the bother. The
choice of client used should always be updated to the latest version.

3. Go for healthy seeds and peers

For high torrent speeds, the best bet is in numbers. Greater the number of seeders, healthier
is the torrent and better is the chance of higher speeds. The rule of thumb says to choose
torrent files with a high number of seeders and preferably lesser number of leechers i.e. a
higher seed-leecher ratio.

4. Get through the Firewall

Firewalls can block all incoming BitTorrent connections coming through. To ensure
otherwise, a firewall should be manually configured to accept the connections and let it
through the client. Windows XP has the Windows Firewall. Configure the firewall installed to
accept the connections by checking the BitTorrent client on the allowed list i.e. Options -
Preferences i Connection - check Add pTorrent to Windows Firewall. Also, check the
Windows Firewall exception (if you keep it enabled) in your client too. Shutting down the
firewall is not recommended as it leaves the computer open to attack.
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Preferences

- eneral

- UI Settings
- Directories
- Connection
- Bandwidth
- BitTorrent
- QJueusing
- Scheduler
'.'.'.I,'Eb I

+- Advanced

X

| Connection

Listening Port

Port used for incoming connections:
Enable UPnP port mapping
Enable MAT-FMF port mapping
Proxy Server

Type: |{mone) W

41025 Random port

[ ]Randomize port each start
|:||:| Windows Firewall exception

a080

Note: If the home computer is behind a router, it also should be configured through the
feature called Port Range Forwarding to enable torrent traffic. The router documentation

should have specific information on this.

5. Limit your upload rate

A peer to peer

net wor k i s

al |

about

shar.i al

ng

download rate too. Using the speed tests, find out your maximum upload speed and then set

your <c¢lientdés wupload

rat e

(Gl obal

Umdaximaerd Rat e

upload speed. You can try varying your upload speeds i keep it high initially and then
gradually bring it down towards the middle of the download. Downloads also tend to go

quicker if you seed more.

Note: Mind the speed units i it may be given in kilobits per second (kb/sec) or kilobytes per

second (kB/sec). 1 kilobyte = 8 kilobit

6. Go to a different port

The default port for the BitTorrent protocol is any between port numbers 6881-6999. ISPs

throttle traffic on these ports as BitTorrent sharingi nv ol v e s

hi gh

bandwi dt h

configure a different port in your torrent client. Use some number above 10000 to get around
ISPs and also avoid problems with other applications. By default, the pTorrent port is
randomized each time it starts. Set a specific port by not enabling the Randomize Port
setting. Again check if the port is forwarded properly using the button in the Speed Guide.

Remember, different types of data, such as web sites, file downloads, and torrents, are each
given a specific port. Port forwarding is the process that a software (or hardware like routers)
uses to screen the right kind of data to the right port. Portforward.com provides step-by-step

guides on how to set up this port forwarding.
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7. Increase the number of Max Half Open TCP connections

This figure specifies how many connections a torrent client should attempt to establish
simultaneously at any given time. To make it clearer T it is the number of connection
attempts in progress and NOT the total number of connections.

Windows XP with Service Pack 2 (SP2) or newer, limits this to a default of 10 as a barrier
against virus mul ti pl i ctartertspeeds aBtorrentsttdo aeedéas a b u mme
large number of simultaneous connections. A patch has been available for a while from
, which modifies the TCPIP.sys file in Windows to allow higher number of
TCP connections.

oo Dl Downloads\EviD4226Patch.exe
Intelligent TCPIP.SYE patcher ~ EventID 4226 patch erszion 2
Cc) 20A4-85 LyvlLowd Cwww.LulLowd.de) use parameter 7 for more op

Thiz program iz in development. Uizit http:svwuww.lvllord.de for a new wversion

— Recognized .l..l'inrlm-_lr-'.-—ﬂil*Er_-tnr-y: C oI NDOWE

"Windows KPP £P2 or newer’ TCPIP.SYS detected ...
— Build of T P.5¥S : 5.1.2688.55%12 (13862

Build of safety copy: - )
twill be overwritten due to changed versionl

Found limit pos o : Bx4FA46
Current mnaximum ncurrent half-open connections: 10

If you continue, please press "Abort’ and *Ye on the popup From Windows
File Protection. B ize we change system Fi Windows tries to restore the
original one. %o it's normal.

Do you weally want to change the 1 t to 587
(¥Y=Yez ~ H=Ho ~» C=Change limi

After running the patch, you have to set the number of connections in your torrent client. For
example, in uTorrent go to Options i Preferences i Advanced - net.max_halfopen. Set any
number from 50 to 100. But see that net.max_halfopen is set lower than the value set in
TCPIP.SYS. Always check if it is still patched because Windows updates sometimes
overwrite it.

fweb LI net.bind_ip
+ = net.calc_overhead falze
net.low_cpu falze
net.max_halfopen *30
net.outgoing_ip
net.outgoing_max_port a
net.outgoing_port a
net.upnp_tcp_only false
net.wsaevents G
peer, disconnect_inactive true
peer. disconnect_inactive_interval 300
peer,|lazy_bitfield true bl
Value: 80 [ Eﬁt [ Resst |

Mac and Linux need not sweat it as thisisaWindowsOnl y &6 pr obl emd.

1 ~nf -
E‘:'_| mdreyscon.om
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8. Experiment with Protocol Encryption

Some ISPs love to act like Big Brothers and constrict bandwidth for P2P protocols. Protocol
Encryption in most of the torrent clients helps to over ride this bandwidth shaping. Enable
outgoing protocol encryption and put a checkmark on Allow Incoming Legacy Connections.
With protocol encryption, ISPs find it difficult if not impossible to detect that the traffic is
coming from BitTorrent. Experiment with enabled, disabled and forced options because you
could be getting better speeds with encryption disabled. Non-encryption makes a torrent
connection compatible with someone who is not using encryption but as a minus it makes the
torrent detectable but an ISP with a bandwidth restricting policy.

- Bandwidth Enable DHT for new torrents Enable Peer Exchangs

gﬂarrgnt Enable Local Peer Discovery [ ]Limit local peer bandwidth

- Queusing

scheduler IF Hostname to repart to tracker:

Web U Protocol Encryption

+- Advanced . _ ) _

Cutgaing: Disabled LV Allowe incoming legacy connections

Disabled
Enabled
Forced %

9. Bandwidth and connections
Your Bit Tor r entptiondwiilléenybutester figaerésfoitn gs o

Global maximum number of connections gives the maximum number of connections that a
BitTorrent client can make for any P2P exchange. Setting this too high DOES not mean
higher speeds. Setting it too high would take up useless bandwidth and too low a figure
would miss out on peers. For my 256kbps connection, | have a setting of 130

Maximum number of connected peers per torrent gives the maximum number of peers that a
BitTorrent client can connect to for any P2P exchange. Experiment by setting this number
close to the available peers for a particular torrent. For my 256kbps connection, | have a
default setting of 70.

Number of upload slots per torrent gives the maximum number of peers that a BitTorrent
client will upload to for any P2P exchange. A low setting may affect downloads. For my
256kbps connection, | have a setting of 3

R
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Preferences [_}g
- General | Bandwidth
- UI Settings
- Directories Global Upload Rate Limiting
- Connection Maximum upload rate (kB/s): [0: unlimited]  [] Automatic 25
- Bandwgjdth
- BitTor Bt [ ] alternate upload rate when not downloading (kB/=): i
- Queusing Global Download Rate Limiting
- Scheduler ' i
Maximum download rate (kB/fs): [0: unlimited] 23
- Web UI
- Advanced Mumber of Connections

Global maximum number of connections:

Maximum number of connected peers per torrent:

NAARARAA

Mumber of upload slots per torrent:

|Use additional upload slots if upload speed < 20%:

pTorrent has a Speed Guide which handily calculates the optimal figures for a particular
connection.

10. Some common sense

Most BitTorrent clients allow us to view the individual files in a download. You can selectively
di sabl e the downl oad of files you dondt think ne

Familiarize yourself with the customization settings of your particular client available in the
Help files or at the website FAQs.

Some useful torrent software and FAQs, which are a mine of information and tips.

BitTorrent User Guide

pTorrent FAQ
Vuze FAQ

Optimizing the speed of torrent downloads is a lot of trial and error and a bit of patience.

2| wlranen
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http://www.bittorrent.com/btusers/guides/bittorrent-user-manual
http://www.utorrent.com/faq.php
http://faq.vuze.com/?View=entry&EntryID=94
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Share aliked Creating our own Torrent

So far we have been preoccupied with downloading features but torrents are not a one way
street. The community survives and thrives because somebody out there is taking the pains
to create and upload the torrents. Uploading a torrent is not all about being large

heartedét hough it hel ps. I't is also not about bc

torrents and uploading them for your friends to download is also a cool way to distribute a
large digital chunk in one go.

I f you are absolutely new to torrents, then take

and the manner of torrents before you start with your first upload. If you have jumped the
gun, then hereds how itds donhemselved. Heretuyfogenthel p of
serves as an exampl eé

1. Open pTorrent. On the menu bar click on the wand button 7 the Create New Torrent
icon.

@ D:0.04 kK U:0.06 k - uTorrent 1.8.2

File Options Help

AaED» X s llm 4 ¥ &

#® Al (0 &
© ) Create Mew Tn:-rrentb
Dowrloading (0

Completed (0)
AW Active (0)
B Inactive (0)

2. The Create New Torrent box opens up. For uploading a single file click on Add File
and for uploading a bunch of files in a folder click on Add Directory.

el
Create New Torrent =

Select Source

| []

[__Add fiey o] [ Add directory |
| s 5

Torrent Properties

Trackers:

Web Seeds:

Commerit: |

Piece size: (auto detect)
Other
|:| Start seeding |:| Private torrent

[ Create and save as... ]

[ )

3 . ""I"‘llfﬂ
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3. Browse to where you have kept the files (or folder) for upload. Click on OK to include
these as your source files.

Create Hew Torrent X

Select Source

| [v]

addfie | [adddiectory |

\

Tarrent Properties

Trackers:

Browrse For Folder

Web Seeds:
Select a folder

Comment:
1 @ Desktop
Piece size: _ D My Documents
i rc
Other . ) \3 My Network Places
[ start seeding [private torrent |~} My Personal Torrent Files:

’ Create and save as... ] Close
Folder: | My Personal Torrent Files |
Make MNew Folder K ] [ Cancel ]

4. Filling in the Trackers box is an important step towards finishing your torrent upload.
Mininova lists a few reliable public tracker URLs. You can use one or many. If you
decide to list more than one, put a blank line between each URL by hitting Enter
twice. Check the Start seeding box and clickonCr eat e an dGivwyure as e
torrent file a nice descriptive name.

4 More Tracker URL Resource Sites for your reference.

Beehive.v2 - BTList - Fenopy - Fileshare Freak

Though some of the trackers might be inactive or dead, the tracker URL lists are quite
large and within the haystack you will get the one to do your job.

4 . ""I"‘llfﬂ
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http://www.mininova.org/upload/
http://thebeehive.info/p/tlist.htm
http://btlist.info/
http://fenopy.com/tracker/index.html
http://filesharefreak.com/trackers-list/
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Create Hew Torrent

Select Source

uments and Settings\Saikat'\Desktop My Personal Torrent Files [v]

Add file

[

] [ Add directory ]

Skip Files: |

Tarrent Properties

Trackers: http:ffopen. tracker, thepiratebay . org/fannounce
http:fftracker. torrentfr.org: 56666 /announce
Web Seeds:
Comment: |
Piece size: (auto detect) [v]
Other
Start seeding |:| Private torrent

Create and save as...

Close

]

5. As soon as you save your torrent file, it gets added to your active list in uTorrent, and

the status should say ' Seeding'
Him - T Cona  Smaka Tanch Fewrs  DownSpssd  LUpSpesd  ETA Upicadiesl  Sabo
Dy PeswaiToreraries  6ATeE MRS Feared 0[0  om LER

or OFinished©o
éui___jm.@mm-- ﬁm@maw

All that is left is to upload the .torrent file to a tracker website like Mininova or

Piratebay. All tracker websites have an Upload link. Some like PirateBay require a
log-in for you to access their upload page. Please read the rules and the copyright

policy before you upload

The Things | Do
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Enter the details in the form. Click on submit and you are done. Not quite! Now let the
torrent seed forawhile(t i | |  youdve ufolloO&jse others tan mck it up.e a st

" 4 I_—ll'ﬁ‘
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