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1. Introduction 

I once knew a boy, whose idea of an ideal day was watching a movie on the first day, catching it on 

the first show. I once knew a boy who could sit in front of a television 15 feet away and watch a 

movie in rapt interest while the world bustled around him. I also knew a boy who could spout Master 

Yoda better than he could quote Shakespeare. He was a diehard buff when John Rambo took on the 

±ƛŜǘŎƻƴƎΧ IŜ remained one when Rambo ventured back into war torn Myanmar.  

Say hello to the movƛŜ ŀŘŘƛŎǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ of us.  

!ǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƳƻǾƛŜ ŀŘŘƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳΚ ²Ƙƻ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ-jerk when 

Humphrey Bogart gazes at Ingrid Bergman with a "Here's looking at you, kid"; or felt the style punch 

with a ά¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜΩǎ .ƻƴŘΧ WŀƳŜǎ .ƻƴŘέΦ 

The first film ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ муфлΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ƛŘŜ ²Ŝō ǿŀǎ 

born late in 1990. It made the world even better. A single invention which was meant to bring 

scientists closer has brought you and me within the reach of a click. Thankfully, the world of 

entertainment has jumped on the racing wagon.  

Nothing can replace the visual spectacle of a big screen but the mouse and the modem has gifted us 

an open ticket to a front row seat in the world of movies. Yesterday, we waited for the visual feast; 

today we can pick it from the web.  

If you like your two hour highs with popcorn, then this guide is for you. 
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2. Getting your fix on the internet  

The internet is like a virtual oyster for all our entertainment and information needs. The best thing 

about it is that we can choose a film to go with our mood. 

We have movies like The Dark Knight in Action, Indiana Jones in Adventure, Wall-E in Animation, The 

Great Dictator in Comedy, The Godfather in Drama, The Blair Witch Project in Horror/Suspense, all of 

Harry Potter in Family, Casablanca in Romance, Moulin Rouge in Musicals, Star Wars in Sci W 

Fi/Fantasy and Jaws in Thriller. These apart, we also get to see standout Foreign Films like Seven 

Samurai. Another genre that deserves a place in the sun is the Short Film or Documentary ς I hope 

ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ Ψ!ƴ LƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ¢ǊǳǘƘΩΦ 

With our choice made, it takes a few clicks to dive into the world of movies. 

2.1 Online meeting places for the moviegoer 

Movies are social glue. Like the weather, they are conversation starters. The internet has proved as 

effective as your cabal of friends in letting you in on the buzz about the latest all-star cast. Which 

movies are worth the dollar? Social networking is an online meet of like-minded individuals and 

when the shared interest is movies, there are a whole lot of movie forums, web communities and 

social websites which quench out thirst for first hand opinions. 

¢ȅǇŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜΧ 

The Internet Movie Database [http://www.imdb.com/] 

 

 ¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŘŜǇǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ {ŀƳǇƭŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ La5. Ƙŀǎ 

individual message boards for each film genre (interestingly, the Horror board has 40,000+ postings. -

- by far the highest!).  

Then there are special boards to discuss specific movies and TV shows, and specific people. According 

ǘƻ La5.Σ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ мΦн Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ нΦт Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘΦ [ƻƻƪ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ 

movie, actor or actress and you will reach a board chatting about it. Would you rather be anywhere 

else?  

http://www.imdb.com/
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Flixter [http://www.flixster.com/] 

 

 

It is a very popular hangout for movie lovers. With nearly 15 million unique visitors, the community is 

large enough to rival any social networking site. Flixter has lots of features to keep the moviephile 

engaged ς movie profiles, actors, photos, news, reviews, ratings, previews, quizzes, showtimes and of 

course, chit chat. Try out the quizzes for some movie addiction. 

Filmaster [http://filmaster.com/] 

 

A serious site about serious film buffs. It is in a niche of its own. Filmaster is a social network for 

movie fans with personalized content (have your own movie blog) and recommendations. It looks 

like ŀ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƳŀƴΩǎ CƭƛȄǘŜǊΦ wŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΣ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜƭƭ-designed website has a 

very cultured feel.  

Spout [http://www.spout.com/] 

 

http://www.flixster.com/
http://filmaster.com/
http://www.spout.com/
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Discuss everything from the upcoming Harry Potter to an obscure independent film. Get the dope on 

ŦƛƭƳ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ {Ǉƻǳǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŦƻǳǊ ǎǿŜŜǇǎ ς Watch 

(trailers), Read (new and reviews), Listen (podcasts), Act (write, share and discuss). 

Jaman [http://www.jaman.com/] 

 

Interestingly, Jaman diversifies from mainstream flicks. Here, you can not only discuss independent 

and crossover movies (American and International) but can even watch them online. Jaman also has 

a blog on upcoming film festivals, movie releases, and Oscar chatter. 

  

http://www.jaman.com/
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2.2 Search for movie reviews and views 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜΦ !ƴŘ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭƛŎƘŞΦ aƻǾƛŜ 

reviews are always a good way to know whether you are going to get a bang for your buck. To know 

ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘΣ ōŀŘ ƻǊ ŘƻǿƴǊƛƎƘǘ ǳƎƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ Ƴƻvie checkout some of these well-known sources for 

movie reviews.  

The Internet Movie Database [http://www.imdb.com/] 

 

We mentioned this before; we will keep mentioning it again. If over 57 million people visit this link, 

ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ǘǊƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ on every movie and TV show. And combined with 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘǿƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘΦ  

IMDB has a fairly objective review system of weighted averages. The number of votes is mentioned 

under user ratings, clicking on which takes us to a page with demographic breakdowns. To get their 

opinions, click on user comments or external reviews to get all the good (or vitriolic) word on a 

movie. IMDB also has a unique way of giving a recommendation. It compares a movie with others in 

its genre on the basis of keywords, user votes, genre and title. IMDB uses these measures to 

automatically create a ranking system. The recommendations can be found near the end of the page. 

Clicking the Show more recommendations link takes you to another page where you get more 

information including possible show times for the US. 

 

http://www.imdb.com/
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You can also use the IMDB Recommends search box to find a list of similar movies you might like but 

its result is more of a list based on the title rather than the plot. 

 

Rotten Tomatoes [http://www.rottentomatoes.com/] 

 

If a movie hits the screen, be sure opinions will follow. The name of course, is taken from the age old 

act of throwing tomatoes for a bad performance. This site looks at the movies critically through its 

Ψ¢ƻƳŀǘƻƳŜǘŜǊΩΦ Lǘ ǘǊŀǿƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ƛŦ 

thŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƛǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ όΨŦǊŜǎƘΩ-ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƛŎƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜŘ ǘƻƳŀǘƻύ ƻǊ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ όΨǊƻǘǘŜƴΩ-marked by 

a small icon of a green splattered tomato). 

¢ƘŜ Ψ¢ƻƳŀǘƻƳŜǘŜǊΩ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ŀƴ ŜŎƭŜŎǘƛŎ ōǳƴŎh of 

professionals and amateurs. T-Meter Critics gives the voice of professional experts. Top Critics section 

pulls in the views of media outlets like Time and NY Times. The fans pitch in with opinions in the RT 

Community ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ΨǇŀƴŜƭ ƻŦ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎΩ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ My Critics. And 

finally, create your own little community by inviting your friends over and sharing thoughts in the My 

Friends section. 

Reading both sides of reasoning gives a fair idea of what a movie is all about. Rotten Tomatoes 

manages a fair balance between the reviewer and the fan. 

Wikipedia [http://www.wikipedia.org/] 

 

http://www.rottentomatoes.com/
http://www.wikipedia.org/
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Search this online encyclopedia and you are sure to find the complete dope on them. If the movie is 

ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ Ǝreat place to learn more about the cast, crew, plot and the making. A Google search for 

a movie will give the Wikipedia entry among the top five results usually. Two sections ς Critical 

reaction and Box Office tells all about the movie. As Wikipedia information is sourced there are 

numerous external references which give us more sources to look at. 

Metacritic [http://www.metacritic.com/film/] 

 

They deal with criticism. It has a scoring system that takes in a cross-section of reviews from a 

carefully-screened group of respected critics. Normal viewers are also given equal space. What the 

ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎ ǎŀƛŘΧ provides excerpts of what the critics said wiǘƘ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ /ǊƛǘƛŎǎΩ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƎǊŜŜƴΣ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘΦ ¦ǎŜǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ 

with what they thought about the movie. Metacritic has a pretty vibrant community forum too. 

  

http://www.metacritic.com/film/
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Spill [http://www.spill.com/] 

 

Three words - ƛǘΩǎ ƛǊǊŜǾŜǊŜƴǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōƭǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŦǳƴƴȅΦ /ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ƛǎΣ ΨƛŦ ƛǘϥǎ ŎǊŀǇΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΦΩ 

  

http://www.spill.com/
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2.3 Get a sneak preview with trailers 

aƻǾƛŜ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǇǇŜǘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǘŀƴǘŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 

coming this summer. The internet is a vast archive of the old and a marketing medium for the new. 

For any old film you are planning to download, rent or ōǳȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎƴƛǇǇŜǘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ CƻǊ 

every new release, there is usually an entire website built around it.  

Search, browse and play for your personal curtain raiser at some of these sites. Most sites need you 

to have Flash player installed.  

Hollywood.com [http://www.hollywood.com/trailers/] 

 

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ōȅƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ 

bookmark with nearly 5 million monthly visits by movie lovers. It is meant to be a serious site for the 

inside scoop free from the rag style gossip. Nearly 3500 trailers supported by a clean-cut interface 

and an updated Google site search engine is enough for most movie lovers. Get HD trailers, TV clips 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǿƘƻ ƻŦ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƴŜŀƪ ǇŜŜƪ ŀǘ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ 

premieres happening around the world.  

  

http://www.hollywood.com/trailers/
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TrailerSpy [http://www.trailerspy.com/] 

 

TrailerSpy is devoted solely to trailers. The top menu lists trailers covering movies, TV, games, books 

and movies. The movie trailer section covers a variety of genres from mainstream to independent. 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ŧŀƴ-made trailers too. To search and watch the precise trailer is not too difficult 

through tags, categories and the search box. The site also has a community of movie lovers. 

Yahoo! Movies [http://movies.yahoo.com/trailers/] 

 

Yahoo! Movies is about movie reviews, showtimes and the latest trailers. The site is easy to navigate 

with clear graphics and is not cluttered by ads. The trailers and clips archive is a browse-able source 

of hundreds of trailers. Yahoo! Movies also gives showtime listings and you can purchase tickets 

online (via MovieTickets.com). Yahoo! Movie trailers also come in Deutsch, French, Spanish, Italian 

and other languages. 

YouTube [http://www.youtube.com/] 

YouTube does nƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

ǳǇƭƻŀŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜΦ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǳǊŜƭȅ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊ ǎƛǘŜΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ŀnywhere else, it can be here.  

http://www.trailerspy.com/
http://movies.yahoo.com/trailers/
http://www.youtube.com/
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Also, try out the YouTube Screening Room [http://ytscreeningroom.googlepages.com/home] which 

brings you specially chosen films from around the world. You can go behind the scenes and chat up 

the people behind these movies. 

Comingsoon [http://www.comingsoon.net/] 

 

http://ytscreeningroom.googlepages.com/home
http://www.comingsoon.net/







































































